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REPORT. 



The committee to whom the several Accounts and Papers, 
presented to T-he House in the present .Session of Parliament, 
relating to the -PuiiLic Income and ExeENDiTUUE of Iheland, 
were, referred; and who were directed to enquire, and report to 
the House, what has been, during the lait tiventy years ended 
the 5“^ of January 1811, the Increase and Ketiemption of the 
Public Funded Debt of Iufland, and what was the (late and 
amount thereof on the said clay ; what has been tht^ progress of 
the Permanent Revenue of Ireland, during the same-period, 
and w’hat may be the expected future annual Produce of tlio 
Taxes now exifting in that Country ; what has been the total 
Expenditure of Ireland in each year of the same period, 
diftinguishing the amount expended on account of the joint 
Expenditure of Great Britain and Ireland^ or which may appear to 
be Itill due on that account; and what w-as the amount of the 
Unfunded Debt .and Demands outftanding and unprovided for, 
in Ireland, on the s'" of January 1811 : — And likewise to take 
into their consideration, the Accounts relating to the. Trade and 
Navigation of Ireland during tlie same period, and report the 
^ same to The House, together with their observations upon the 
■whole of the matters referred to them ; and who were empowered 
to report their Proceedings from tinie to time; 

H ave, so far as the time has allow'ed, taken into their consideration 
the several Subjetls referred to them by The House; and have called 
for various Papers and Documents relating thereto ; and propose, in their 
Report, nearly to follow the Arrangement pointed out by The House, in the 
order of their appointment ; — viz. 

I. — Funded Debt; 

2. — Unfunded Debt; 

3. — Permanent Revenue ; 

4. — Expected Produce of Taxes; 

5. — Expenditure. 

6. — Trade and Navigation. 

Your Committee have to regret, that from the length of time required for 
making out the Accounts, they thought it necessary to call for, and many of 
which have not yet been furnishetl, they are under the necessitv of laying their 
Report before The House in a very imperfea state, with respeft to several of the 
matters referred to them : they how’ever hope, that the Documents they have 
colleaed, or ordered to be prepared, will be found serviceable, in caseTheHouse 
should resume tlie consideration of this important subjed in another Session ; the 
expediency of doing which, at the earliest period, they beg leave to submit to 
its wisdom ; and that even the summary view', which they are now able to 
present to The House, will not be found useless, as collefting, in a more 
concise and clearer form, information, which is scattered tlirough aVariety of 
detached Documents prepared at different periods. 

All the Accounts are stated in Irish Currency, unless otherwise expressed. 
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—FUNDED DEBT.— 

Firft, — AS to the Amount of the Funded Debt of Ireland, at tl)e time 
of the Union, and the progress tliereof from that time, and the present fiate 
thereof, — 

That, at the time of the Union, the Funded Debt of Ireland consifted of 
^.30,109,056. Capital Stock, bearing an Intereft of .,£.1,158,371.; together 
with Annuities to the amount of .£.129,018. [viz. for long Terms, of 
.£.10,201.; for Lives, of ^’.48,900.; and for ihort Terms, of .£ 69,917.] 
making together a total Charge, for Intereft and Annuities, on 1’' January 1801, 
of £.1,287,390. 

That, at the same period, the Sinking Fund consifted of the annual sum of 

£.100,000. 



Vide following Account, 
htiii Appenoi.x (.A. 1. 1.) 



FUNDED DEBT OF - - . 







FUNDED DEBT. 


INTEREST and .VNNUmES. 














ANNUITIES 








Total 


Redeemed 


Unredeemed 


INTERfST 


Unespiied 




\ E A 11 S 


CAPITAL 


CAPITAL. 


CAPIT.VL. 


m. 


Lires 


TOT.\t. 


ended 








Total Capital. 


Terms nf Years. 








£■ 




L- 


£■ 


£■ 


£■ 




179a ' - 


1,718,240 


. - 


- - - 


63,138 


51,150 


114,288 




1793 - ‘ 


1,760,740 


- - 


• - 


64,838 


51,150 


115.988 


• 


>794 - - 


2,134,140 


- ■ 


- - 


*3.274 


51,150 


134,42+ 


% 


>795 - - 


3.> 85.990 




- - 


135,645 


61,446 


197,091 




>796 - - 


4,841,856 


- * 


* - - 


217,796 


79,505 


297,301 


c? 


>797 ■ - 


5.825,056 


- ' 


- - - 


266,774 


102,042 


369.716 




1798 - - 


10,128,906 


80,025 


10,048,881 


427,840 


123,692 


551,532 




>799 - - 


16,508,790 


345, >88 


16,163,601 


660,141 


129,018 


789,160 




^ 1800 - • 


24,207,290 


636,789 


23.570,500 


931,317 


129,018 


1,060,336 


25th March 1800 














to istjanuary 1801 - 


30,109,056 


1,031,068 


29,077.987 


1.158,371 


129,018 


1.287,390 




1802 - - 


34,911,838 


>,564,637 


33,347.202 


1,303.303 


129,018 


>.432,322 




1803 - - 


S9.54>.258 


2,131.793 


37,409,465 


1,446,511 


129,018 


1,57.5,530 




1804 - . 


43.019.325 


2,876,176 


40,143,149 


1,551.077 


135,970 


1,687,047 




1805 - - 


53,296,356 


3,762,904 


49.533.45* 


1,887,470 


135,970 


2,023,449 


g jj 


1806 - - 


58,344,690 


4-839.955 


33'504.734 


2.046,729 


217,220 


2-263,949 


.£ 


1807 - - 


64,721.356 


6,101,416 


58,619,940 


2.251,929 


217,220 


2,469,149 




1808 - . 


70,647.783 


7,506,957 


63,140,826 


2,439,370 


217,220 


2,656,590 




1809 - - 


76,110,856 


8,978,8-29 


67,132,027 


2,665,331 


217,220 


2,882,551 




i8io - - 


81,510,856 


10,579, 3>S 


70,931,541 


2,854,331 


221,278 


3,075,609 






89,728,992 


12,346,083 


77,382,908 


3,100,999 


187,782 


3,288,781 



Vide 
Annual 
Accoums of 
Funded Debt, 
and 

Accounts 
printed 
'a April 1800. 



Your Committee cannot leave this part of the subjeft referred to them, 
without calling the attention of The House to a very important consideration. 
It IS provided, by the 7"' Article of Union, “ that if, at any future day, the 
“ separate Debt of each country respe«51ively ihall have been liquidated, or if 
" the values of their respedive Debts (eftimated according to the intereft and 
“ annuities attending the same, and of the Sinking Fund applicable to the 
" reduAion thereof, and to the period within whicli the whole Capital of such 
“ Debt fliall appear to be redeemable by such Sinking Fund) ftiall be to each 
“ oUier in the same proportion with the respeAive contributions of each country 
“ respedively j or if the amount by which the value of the larger of such 
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jC. 100,000. appropriated by Aft of rarliament in 17975— of £.ii\,iOT. 
bein" 1. per cent, on the Stock created in consequence of all subsequent 

Joans ; ofX- 2»250. expired Annuities; — and of ^.41,250. being the ainouat 

of intereil on Stock redeemed and ftandiiig in the names of the Commis.'^ion.ers 
for the redu6lion of the National Debt; — ^making togetlier, on the 1’' Jauuary 
1801, a Sinking Fund of £. 355,207. 

The progress of the Debt of Ireland, and the Redemption thereof, wiH apj)ear 
from the following Statement ; - which fJiews, the amount of the Capital and 
Intereft of unredeemed Debt, at the beginning of each year since the Union ; 
and also, the progre.ss of the Sinking Fund, with its proportion, in each \ ear, 
to the unredeemed Debt. 



Viih Ibliowin^ Acemint, 
a«id Aj»p«iiJi.'{ (A. i. & 2.) 



I II L LAND —(I R I S H C UR R E N C Y.) 



SIXKI.NG fCNl). 



INTEREST 



CliARCil 

of 

DEHT. 



I SINKING FUNll 



UoreSeernfd 

CAPITAU 



Ctifcdeem'd 



CAHTAL. 



32,322 



“ Debts fliall vary from such proportion fliall not exceed an luindrcdth part 
“ of the said value ; and if it Ihall appear to the Pa -liamcnt of the United 
" Kingdom, that the respedive circumftances of the two countries will 
“ thenceforth admit of tlieir contributing indiscriminately, by equal Taxes 
“ imposed on the same articles in each, to tlio future Iiixpcnditiu'e of the 
“ United Kingdom, it lliall be competent to the Parliament of the United 
“ Kingdom to declare that all future expense thenceforth to be incurred, 
** together with the interfeft and charges of all joint Dphts contrafted pre- 
“ vious to such declaration, fliall be so defrayed indiscriminately by equal 
Taxes imposed on the same articles in each country; and thenceforth from 
B " time 



AiuiiihI 

CHARGE 

|,et A 6 t 

srG. ui. c-.sr. 
iiid one per cent, 
oil CapiiaU 
crealed »iiioe. 


ANNLTriES 
fsllen i'l. 


INTEREST 

STOCK 

Kedcecae'i, 


TOTAL. 


£■ 


& 


£■ 


£■ 


nii 3 .SO 


2,250 


3,666 


117,266 


173,816 


2,250 


H -833 




252 , 6 yi 


' 2,250 


26,592 


281,533 


31*, 707 


2,250 


41,250 


355.237 


359 , 3»6 


2,250 


61,192 


422,748 


405,600 


2,250 . 


81,948 


489.798 


440 > 94-7 


2,250 


> 08,935 1 


552.132 


. 343.717 


2,250 


140,716 


686,683 


600,981 


2,250 


178,561 


781.792 


664,748 


2,250 


219,374 


886,372 


72348 * 


2,250 


263,652 


989,384 


77*."3 


2.250 


310,013 


1 , 090.376 


832,861 


, 7,545 


360.539 


1 , 205,946 


914.980 


46,042 


416,896 


1 , 377,018 
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“ time to time as circnmftances inny require, to impose and apply such Taxes 
“ accordingly, sulyect only to such particular exemptions or abatements in 
“ Ireland and in that pait of Great Britain called Scotland, as circumftances 
“ may appear from time to time to demand ; that from the period of such de- 
“ claration it fhall no longer be necessary to regulate tlie contribution of the 
“ two countries towards the future Expenditure of the United Kingdom, ac- 
“ cording to any specific proportion, or according to any of the rules herein- 
before prescribed ; provided nevertheless that the intereft or charges which 
“ im.y remain on account of any part of the separate Debt with which either 
“ country fliall be chargeable, and which fljall not be liquidated or consoli- 
“ dated proportionably as above, lliail, until extinguiflied, continue to be de- 
“ frayed by separate Taxes in each country.” 



Appciictlx, (B. 1.) 



Appendix, 
(B.2.) 
(B. 3.) 
(B. 4 -) 



Appe»dix, 
(B. 5 .) 
(B. 6.) 
B. 7.) 



It is obvious, even upon a slight examination of the official Accounts of 
Great Britain and Ireland, that the Increase of the Debt of Ireland, since the 
Union, has been so much more rapid than that of Great Britain, that the value 
of the one unift now hear to that of the other, a proportion much more nearly 
approaching to that of 2 to 15, determined by the Aft of Union as authorizing 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom to declare, “ that all future expense 
“ thenceforth to be incurred, together with the intereft and charges of all 
“ joint Debts contrafted previous to such declaration, lliall be defrayed indis- 
“ criminately by equal Taxes imposed on the same articles in each country and 
“ tiienceforth from time to time, as circumftances may require, to impose and 

apply such Taxes accordingly, subjeft only to such particular exemptions or 
“ abatements in Ireland, and in that. part of Great Britain called Scotland, as 
“ circumirances may appear from time to time to demand,” than it did when 
the Union took place; and in faclj it will appear, that their respeftive values 
are now nearly arrived at' such a proportion. 

Yoxir Committee do not think themselves called upon, by the Order of the 
House, to oiler an opinion as to the mode by which, under the above recited. 
Clause, the values of the respeftive Debts are to be determined, or as to the 
proceedings which it might become their wisdom to adopt, when it may be 
their opinion, that tlse respeftive Debts of the two countries are arrived within 
the limits ftated by the Aft of Union, which comprize an extent of proportion 
between that of 2 to 14,85 and 2 to 15,15. They have bow'ever caused 
Calculations to bo made of the proportions of such values, according to 
the ditierent senses which the words of the Aft appear to them capable of 
bearing, with a view of bringing the subjeft under the notice of The House. 

I*'. If the aftual value of the respeftive Debts in the market on or about 
the i" of June 181 1, according to the current prices of the several Stocks, be 
taken as the criterion, the proportion will be as 2 to 14,8. 

2^'^ If the aggregate amount of the total annual charge of each country, 
in respeft of Debt and Sinking Fund, be valued as an annuity according to the 
length of the period of its continuance, on the supjjo.sition of its redemption at 
equal rates of intereft in each country, the proportions will, at the several 
rates of 5, 4, and 3 per cent, be respeftively as follows ; 

At 5 per cent, as 2 to 14,8. 

At 4 per cent, as 2 to 15. 

At 3 per cent, as 2 to 1 5,3. 

and with the addition of Stack created in the present Session, dedofting what 
may be redeemed by the Sinking Fund within the year, the proportions may 
be eftimated to ftand on the i*' ofFebruary 1812, as follows; 

At 5 per cent, as 2 to 13,8. 

At 4 per cent, as 2 to 13,8. 

At 3 per cent, as 2 to 14. 

3'“^ If 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC 



—PERMANENT REVENUE.— 

Thirdly; — THE Produce of the Oiidinauv Revenues of Ireland, in each year, appears 
to have been as follows ; 



IRISH CURRENCY*. 




I’ajiuciits from Net Produce 



Drawbacks, For Into 



Year. 


Gross Produce. 


Jtcjiavmeii.s. Ac, 


Maimsement. 


Kalioiial OhjefU. 


the Eicliequcr. 


Year encting 


£■ 


T" 


~2~ 


L - 


i - 


!15 March 1800 


3.+45 s 7»8- - 


- - *71,016. - - 


' 350, 4'0- - 


■ 59.329. - - 


- 2,805.536. 


i to 5 Jan. 1801 


2,302,931. - 


. . 018,729. - - 


- 277,424. - 


- +1..551- - - 


1,832,968. 


Y' to 5 Jan. 1802 


3,020,037. - 


- - 301,61s- - * 


- 380,529. - 


- 52.874- - - 


- 2,393,009. 


- - - i8«3 


- - - 4,220,125. - 


- ' 383 .^ii 3- * - 


- 411,045. - 


' 36,511. ' - 


- 3, 314.293- 


- - - 1804. 


- - - 3.7>5-7io- - 


- - 298,768. - - 


- 440,661. - 


- 88,491. - - 


2,789,170. 


- - - 1805 


- - - 4,122,711. - 


- - 366,031. - . 


- 449.094- - 


- 73.207- - - 


- 3,267.691. 


- . - 1806' 


4.193.915- - 


- - 267,069. - - 


- 451.468. - 


■ 93.814- - ■ 


- 3,364,136. 


- ' ' 1807 


4-<563.J97- - 


- - 1135,206. - - 


' 455.653- - 


- I'll, 761. - - 


- 3,846,881. 


■ - - - 1808 


- - - 5.5.51,6^9. - 


- - 283,463., - - 


- 528,663. - 


- 204,171. - - 


- 4,417.990- 


• - - 1809 


5.549, 19>- - 


• - 255,486. - - 


- 646,692. - 


- 238,534. - - 


- 4.571,405. 


- - - 1810 


5,416,715- - 


- - 21 1,512. - - 


- 788.310. - 


- 168,113. ■ • 


- 4,280,603. 


. - - 1811 


- - - 5,iSO,f!io. - 


- - 504.470- - * 


- 877.507- - 


- 186,314. - •• 


• 3,614.135- 



The progress of the principal branches of which this Revenue consiited, will appear from 
the following Statement : 



CUSTOM S AND EXCISE.* 



f 










Pavjiie its frr.m N 


t Produce' 




Gross Pr 


oducr. 


Drawbacks, 




For 




Year. 


Cllfioill«. 


Esci.se. 


Ile[iHvm<*nt3, Ac. 


Mansgement. 


National Objc£ts. 


the E^chc(|iier. 


Year ending 


£■ 


£■ 


£. 


£■ 


£■ 


£■ 


25 March i8oo - - 


• 1.742,546- - 


1,406,065. 


* - * 265,456. - 


274,360. - 


- - 59,329- - ■ - 


2,600,533. 


i to 5 Jan. 1801 - - 


- i,.303,4O5- - 


751.794- 


- - - 205,771. - 


223,125. - 


- - 41,551- 


1,663.835- 


Y' to 5 Jan, 1802 - - 


- 1,820,265. - 


838,025. 


- - - 282,886. - 


303,845. - 


- - 52,374- - ■ - 


2,129,304. 


- - - 1803 - - 


- 2,041,613. - 


1,805,105. 


- - - 363.255- ' 


- 336,424- - 


- * 36,512. - - - 


3.031,040. 


- - - 1804 - - 


- 1,626,794. . 


1,716,412. 


‘ - - 279,431-- 


- 354.585- - 


- . 88,491. - - - 


2,534,087. 


- - - 1805 - - 


- 1,883,722. - 


1,681,610. 


- - - 343.006. - 


358,054. - 


- - 73,207. - ♦ - 


2,838,242. 


- - - i8®6 - - 


- 1,989,684. - 


1,514.211. 


239,707. - 


350,476- - 


■ ■ 93,814. ■ - - 


2,807,219, 


- - - 1807 - - 


- 1,920,359, - 


1,980,623. 


194,646. - 


351.654- - 


- - 121,761. - •• • 


3,234.936. 


... 1808 - - 


- 2,452,765- - 


2,306,455. 


Cufi’ 181.778. - 
Excise 67,980. - 


-239,121. - 

185,539- - 


- • 25,940- - •• - 

- - 178,231, . - - 


1,976,961. 

1,765,466. 


• - - 1809 - * 


■ 2,583,328. - 


2.0?9,C62. 


Ciifl* 138,707. - 
Excise 75,668. - 


270,074. - 
- 241,378. - 


- - 23,671. 

- - 214,863. - - - 


2,200,268. 

1,689455. 


* . . 1810 • . 


• 3,011,798- • 


1.485,876. 


Cuft’ 123,030. - 
Excise 32,157. - 


- 392,952. - 

- 255,229. - 


- - 44.881. - - 
' - 123,231. - - - 


2.471,743- 

1,099.461- 


,0., 


• 2,206,301. • 


1,976,998. 


Cuft’ 268,889. ■ 


- 445,076. - 


- ■ 41-835- - - - 


1,513,462. 




( Excise 194,113. - 


- 278,432. - 


- - I44r478. • - - 


1,371,808. 




• Vide Annual Accounts of Public Income of Ireland. 


















STAMPS. 
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" annual charge of the public Debt, and of the produce of any Duties which 
“have been imposed for the purpose of defraying the Charge thereof;” and 
as the Accounts which your Committee have direfled to be preparetl, relating 
to this snbjctT, are not yet complete; they cannot have the satisfaction of pre- 
setjting to 'i'iie House a diftinCt view of the provision which has in each year 
been made for meeting the increased charge of the Irifli Debt. In order, how'- 
ever, to atiord The House some means of forming a judgment on this important 
subject, they have prepared a Statement, Ihewing the amount of the Net 
Ordinary Revenue of Ireland in each year, compared with the charge of the 
public Funded Debt in the year preceding, with the inci«ase and diniimition of 
Appendix, each; and have inserted in the Appendix, Accounts of the Variations which 
(D. i. 4. & 3.) taken place in the Cuftoms, Excise, and Poll Oilice of Ireland, since the 

Union, with the eftimated effeCl thereof. 

A similar Account. cannot be prepared in the Stamp Office with any degree 
of accuracy, on account of the praftice of using Stamps of the same denomi- 
nations indiscriminately for a great variety of articles. 





Total 

Net OrciiiiarrKevenne 
paid ioui il'e E^cliuyuur, 


Total Cliargc of 


REVENUE. 


DEOT. ' 


Year. 


prec.-<liiia Year. 


Increase. 


Duu'iiatipn. 


Increase. Dim 


'ears ending 
25 .Maicb 179* 


£■ 

- j. 184,684. - 


£■ 


£• 


£■ 


£■ 


1792 


- - 1,172,332. - 


113,004. - - 


— 


- 12,35a. - 


~ - ■ - 


J793 


- - ], 107, 940. - 


- .115.004. - - 


— - 


- 64,392. - 


— - * - 


1794 


- - 1,067,004. - 


- .116,704. - - 


— 


- -40,936. ■ 


•1,700. - - - 


>795 


- - 1.356.025. - 


•135.486. ' - 


289,021. - 


. _ 


- .18,782. - - - 


>796 


- - 1.376.980. - 


- 198,836. - > 


20,955- - 


— - 


• 63.3.30. - - - 


>797 


- - 1,527,628. - 


299,352. - • 


150,648. - 


— - 


- 100,516. - - - 


>798 


- - 1.645.7>4* - 


373,16.2. - 


.118,086. - 


- — - 


- 73,810. - - - 


1799 


- i, 85 i, 637- - 


- 670,937- - - 


215.943. - 




- ’297,775. - - 


1800 


- - 2,815.307* - 


- &75.5>8- - - 


953.650- - 


— - 


• 304.581. - - 


3 Quarters, 
to 1 Jaa. 1801 
5 Jan. .1802 


- - 1,849,170. - 

- - 2,409,760. - 


- .1,325.086.') 

- 1,611,398.5 


'iu year ^ 
and > - 

Ls qua" } 


- 405,547- •’ 


- 635,880. - - 


1803 


- ■ 3-3 >8,460. - 


• 1,806,483. - - 


.908,700. - 


. ^ 


- 195,085. - - - 


1804 


• 2,793.420. - 


• >.997.451. - - 


— - 


- 525,040. - 


- 190,968. - - - 


1805 


-- - .3.267,691. - 


- 2,147,050. - - 


474,271. - 


- — ' 


- >49.599- - - “ 


1806 


' - 3.364.136. •- 


- -2..590.554- • - 


96,446- - 


- — - 


- 443.504- - - - 


1807 


- - 3,846,881. - 


- 2,891,827. - - 


482,745- - 


- ■— ■' 


“ 301,273. - - - 


v8o8 


- - 4.417.990. 


.- 3,166,274. - - 


57>»>09- - 


- — 


- 274,447. - - - 


1S09 


■ ' 4.57>.405- - 


- 3'4>4 .iio. - - 


-153, 4>5- - 


— - 


- 247,836. - - - 


1810 


- - 4,280,603. -• 


- 3.663,321. - - 


— - 


- 290,802. - 


- 240,211. - - 


1811 


- - 3,606,221. - 


- , 3.942, 35>. - 


_ . 


' 674,382. - 


- 279,030. - - - 



yule Accounts, as before. 



It muft however be observed, tbats uch an Account affords a very loose and 
uncertain mode of judging of the sufficiency of the provision made in each year 
success! velyto meet the charge of the Debt incurred, as the general produce of 
the Revenue will vary from year to yctw, fiom the effefts of plentiful or unpro- 
ductive seasons, or from the fluctuations incident to trade (in time of war 
especially) in a greater degree than can be counteracted by the immediate 
produce of the new Duties which may be imposed. 

Bnt it is obvious that in the two laft years, and especially in the lafl, the Trilh 
Revenue has not only not increased in proportion to the augmented cluirge of 

the 
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the public Debt, but has fallen considerably Ihort of its fomipr amount ; and 
from the Accounts already hated, it will appear that this dehcieocy has oc- 
curred in the departments of Cuftoms and Excise. 

With a view of furnilliingThe House with the means of forming a judgment 
of the causes from which it has arisen, your Committee conceive it may be 
useful to hate separately the produce of a few of the moft considerable articles 
in each of those departments of Revenue for the four laft years. The articles 
they have selected are in the Cuftoms, Spirits, Sugar, Tea, Tobacco and Wine, 
and in the Excise, Malt, Spirits and Tobacco j viz. 



Appendix, (D. 4) 



Appendix, 

(D. 5 & 6.) 
(G- 3-) 
<D. 7.) 



CUSTOM S; Geoss Peodvce. 





Year ending 
5 January ISOS. 


5 January 1809. 


Year eiidiug 
5 January 1811). 


Year ending 
5 January I8ll. 


SPIRITS 


»55a754 


288,46$ 


£. 

718,520 


£. 

205,466 


SUGAR - - . - ' 


576.827 


641,415 


603,903 


450,785 


TEA ... - 


518,165 


563,698 ; 


500,946 


472,009 


TOBACCO - 


13 '.655 


161,048 


175.598 


169,487 


WINE .... 


454 , 44 » 


336,060 


365,274 ■ 


309,005 ® 


£• 


>,836,843 


1,991,691 


*,364,241 


1,606,75* 



* .yofc/— -Exclusive of the sum £. 35,958. charged oh account of the new Duty on the 
Stock in hand. 



E X C I S E: Gross Produce. 






MALT .... 


327,470 


358,59s 


408,406 


346,200 




SPIRITS 


1,236,244 


903,570 I 


230,159 


605,476 


- 


'JOBACCO - 


210,046 


276,588 ' 


313,286 


3'i,727 


_ 


£■ 


1,773,760 


1,538,761 


951,851 


» >345.403 


— 


TOTAL of Cuftoms and 7 
Excise on the above ; 
.A 1 tides - - -j 


3,610,603 


3.530,452 • 


3,316,092 


2,952,155 



,nd 
ear 
! of 
ro- 
,'ar 
ite 

ifh 
: of 
the 



Your Committee have not had sufficient means of forming a judgment on 
the causes of this deficiency ; but they think the following considerations, re- 
sulting out of the Accounts above ftated, or of the Evidence taken before 
them, deserving of the attention of The House. 

Firft, That the commercial embarrassments which affefted Ireland, in 
common with Great Britain, during a considerable part of tbe laft year, may 
have occasioned a diminilhed importation of the leading articles j as the Iriffi 
merchants may have been apprehensive of increasing their difficulties by 
making frefh purchases while the consumption could be supplied from the Stock Vide Evldeoce of. 
already on hand. It is also ftated, that the prevalence of wefterly winds during 
the laft quarter of iSio, materially impeded the airival of importations, which ^ 
have taken place since the' commencement of the present year. This may 
account for tbe deficiency the Cultems In the year ending the 5'^ of January 

181 1, 
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i8i I, compared with the preceding years ; for it is to be observed, that their 
produce in the year ending 5 January 1810, was swelled by an umisnal im- 
portation of Hum during tiie prohibition of the Corn difiiilery, which occa- 
sioned an increase of about ^.450,000. above the produce of the same article 
on ail average of the two preceding years. Deducting that increase, the gross 
produce of the Cuftoms in the year ending 5 January 1810, will not be found 
to differ materially from that of the preceding years. 

A second circumftancc particularly deserving notice is, the failure of the 
Excise on Spirits. It does not appear that the great reduftion of duty wliich 
took place in 1810, has been attended with the e.xpefted effeft of increasing- 
the quantity brought into charge, and producing a more cxa^l; collection of 
the tax. 



Your Committee desire not to be underftood, in pointing out the cffe6l of this 
measure on the Revenue, as intimating any opinion on its propriety. They 
are sensible of the great diffculty of the suhjert, as well as of its importance 
not only to tljc Revenue, but to the prosperity of Ireland in various other re- 
spefls; and th.ey have not had either the leisure or the information necessary 
for entering into an inveftigation of it. 

The same reason makes them equally desirous of avoiding to offer any opinion 
on another subjea, which they are also bound to notice, as having contributed to 
the deficiency of the Net Revemu*, viz. the increase in the clrargcs of colleftion 
and management, which in the Cuftoms and Excise Departments amounted in 
the year ending .5 January 1808, to 424,660. in 1809 to .£.51 1,452. in 
1810 to ^£’.648,181. and in 1811 to ^.723,508. This increase has been 
deemed necessary on account of the abolition of fees in the Cufiom 
department, and the very low allowances of the inferior Officers of Excise, 
who arc supposed in many inltances to have been driven by their necessities to 
cornipt practices. Your Committee have not thought it necessary to enter at 
present into an examination of the propriety of measures which have already 
received the sandlion of Parliament, and they have no means of judging of the 
propriety of any of the augmentations which liave lately taken place ; they 
niuft however observe, that in any department in which corrupt practices have 
become in any degree habitual, a moft vigilant superintendence will be neces- 
sary to prevent their recurrence, altliough the excuse of necessity may be taken 
away by the moft liberal allowances. 



—FUTURE PRODUCE of TAXES— 



EjV/e Appendix (E.) 



Fourthly; — AS to the future Produce of Taxes, the same causes which have 
•prevented your Committee from entering minutely into the present ftale of fhe 
Revenue, have precluded them from attempting to ibrm anv judgment of its 
future produce, and any observations they could make on that subject mtift be 
extremely v.ague and unsatisfaaory. The Reports of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry contain many suggeftions for the improvement of tlie colleftion of the 
exifting Taxes; and your Committee have been informed that manyofllieir 
ideas have been carried into effed by the Government of Ireland, the particulars 
of which they liave annexed in the Appeii(li.x. 



EXPENDITURE. 
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—EXPENDITURE.— 

Fifthly. — Your Committee have employed a considerable portion of their time 
and attention in the inveftigation of the E.kpenditure of the United Kingdom, 
with a view to the settlement of the Account of proportionate Contribution 
between the two countries. 

They have not yet the means of Rating an Account with so much exaftness 
as to serve as the foundation of a definitive settlement between Great Rritaiii 
and Ireland, as the Accounts which they have dire6led to be made up in 
Ireland are not yet completed. While they have been in preparation, your 
Committee have thought they could not be more usefully employed during se- 
veral of their sittings, than in discussing and settling, subject to the final judg- 
ment of Parliament, the principles by tvhich the Account ought to be 
regulated, with respeft to certain articles as to which the sense of the Afik of 
Union appeared to admit of queftion. With respedt to these points, your 
Committee arc of opinion, “ that in the adjuftment of the payments made on 
account of the Joint Charge of Great Britain and Ireland, the payments made 
from the Consolidated Fund of Ireland since the Union, under the A6t 
40 Geo. III. cap. 34. (so far as relates to any compensation made to Bodies Cor- 
porate or Individuals, in respeft of any City or Borough which may have 
ceased to send any Member or Members to Parliament in consequence of the 
Union) fliould not be considered as a joint Charge and also, “ that in the 
settlement of the joint Account between Great Britain and Ireland, the charges 
of management of the Revenue lliould be considered as joint Charge, to be 
defrayed in the ratio of their respective contributions under the Adt of Union 
and “ that in the adjuftment of the payments made on account of the joint 
Charge of Great Britain and Ireland, all payments made on account of com- 
pensations granted to persons whose offices have been suppressed or rendered 
less valuable in consequence of the Union, fiiould be considered as joint 
Charge.” Laftiy, your Committee are of opinion, “ that in the adjuftment of 
the payments made on account of the joint Charge of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, all payments made under the authority of the A 6 t of the Parliament of 
Ireland, 40 Geo. III. c. 51. lliould be considered as a joint Charge, and de- 
frayed by Great Britain and Ireland respetlively in the proportions allotted by 
the A6t of Union.” And the Accounts annexed to this Report have beeiv 
prepared under their directions accordinglv. 

Though your Committee are not yet prepared, for the reason above-men- 
tioned, to lay before The House a complete Statement of the Account of joint 
Expenditure, they have placed in their Appendix an AbftraCt, prepared under 
their direftious by the Officers of the Treasury and of the Iriffi Excliequer; 
which, although they cannot propose it to The House as the basis of a final 
adjuftment, without further inveftigation, will, they believe, be found to approach 
nearly to as much accuracy as tiie subject admits of. 

It appears to be the general result of these Accounts, that on the 5’'' of 
January 181 1, there was owing from Ireland, as the balance of her proportion 
of the Expenditure of the United Kingdom (subjeft to such correction as a 
more exaft inveftigation may produce) the sum of £. 1,467, 929. 17. i. Britifli 
currency. 

Your Committee have extracted from these Accounts the following Statement ; 
which ffiews the amount charged upon Ireland in each year since the Union, 
as her proportion of the general Expenditure of the United Kingdom, com- 
pared with the sums actually paid for the Civil and Military Eftubliftiment of 

262. D Ireland, 



Appendix, 

(F. 1. to F. 14.) 
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Ireland, without including any payment for the Navy, or for Colonial or Foreign 
Expenses, and deducing all payments on account of Funded or Unfunded 
Debt, or made for Services incurred before the Union. 



r 

Years ended 
5th January 


Trifh Proportions. | 


PavniPQls for Irilli 
CImI and Sliliurj 
Ercablilhments. 


Enoe.s of Irilh 
Prupuitiou. 


Excess of Irilh. 
ElUIjiifbnicnis. 


£• 


£■ 


£■ 


£■ 


180-2 - - : 


3,702,685 


4,228,17a 


- 


525,487 


1803 - 


3,616,767 


3,515,627 


101,140 1 


_ 


1 804 - 


3,441.007 


4.154.299 


- 1 


713,292 


3805 - 


4,917,698 


5.339.068 


- - - 


421, 37» 


1 806 - 


5.575,757 


5,004,675 


571,082 


— 


1807 - 


5.474.865 


4,924,848 


550,017 


_ 


1808 « 


5.572.537 


5,255.318 


317.219 


— 


1809 - 


6,294,940 


5.729.777 


565.163 


_ 


1810 - 


' 6,527,942 


5,705,666 


8-22,276 


_ 


1811 - 


6,68-2,438 


5,211,256 


1,471,18-2 


- 


£■ 


51,806,636 


49,068,706 


4,398,079 


1,660,149 


Deduft ov 

From which deduft repaid it 
Balance due by Ireland 5 January 


erpaid - - £. 

£■ 

1 1810 - ■ £. 

■ 1811 • - £. 


1,660,149 

s.737.930 

1,270,000 

1,467,929 





—TRADE AND NAVIGATION.— 

Sixthly, and laftly. — Your Committee proceed in the next place to the con- 
sideration of the Trade and Navigation of Ireland. 

The Accounts which they have examined, extend back to the year endino- 
25 Alarch 1774 ; and they have inserted in the Appendix to this Report not 
only general Accounts of the official value of the Imports and Exports of 
Ireland, from the year ending the 25 March 1774 to the present year, difiin- 
guiffiing the trade between Great Britain and Ireland from the trade of Ireland 
with Foreign Countries ; but also a detailed Statement of tlie quantities of ihe 
principal articles of Merchandize imported and exported, from the year 1771, 
affording a view of the progress of the moft considerable branches of the Irilh 
Trade for about 40 years paft. 

Your Committee have observed, from the Evidence given before the Com- 
mittee on the Irilli Exchange, in 1804, that the official value of the Imports 
and Exports of Ireland have from time to time been varied, and therefore that 
the augmentation of trade in the latter periods will appear to have been greater 
than has really been the case. It however appears from the Evidence of 
Mr. Marfliall and Mr. Hautenville, taken before your Committee, that the varia- 
tions have only taken place in a few articles, and have been too inconsiderable 
in their amount materially to affba the general result. Such variations as have 
taken place in the principal articles, will appear in the Accounts annexed in 
their Appendix. 

7 hey beg leave, however, to call the attention of The House more particu- 
larly to a comparison of the Hate of the 7 ’rade of Ireland at five different 
periods; viz. that immediately previous to the commencement of the American 

war. 
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war, that, of the close of the American war, that of the commencement of the 
war o. the French Revolution, that immediately preceding the Union, and the 
lateft of which the Accounts are made up; comparing each period on an 
average of three years. 



The total official Value of the Imports 


of Ireland was, 




Year. 


From Great Britain. 


Britiflj Colonies. 


All oilier Countries. 


-Total. 


On an average 


sC. 


1 - 




~ p ~ 


nt 3 years, L1777 - 

inding 25 March ) 


- - 1 , 949 , 420 . - - 


- 161,058. - 


- - 651,820. - - 


- 2,762,298. 


1783 - • 


• - 2,334,900. - - 


- 76,183-. - 


• • 631,938. . . 


- 3 ,^ 43 . 021 . 


»793 - • 


• • 2,753,969- - ■ 


- 242.995- - 


■ - 1,168,020. - - 


- 4-164,985. 


1 8co - . 


• * 3,727,859- - - 


- 146,069. - 


- - 783,855- - - 


- 4,657.784- 


5 Jan. 1811 . . 


- - 5,464,951. - - 


■ 658.071. - 


- - 932,192. - ' 


- 7.055, 214* 


The official Value of 


the Exports of Ireland, for the 


same periods, 5vas as 


follows : 



Year. 

Year ending 

25 March 1777 - 

1783 - 
1793 - 

1800 - 
5 Jan. i8n - 


Irilh Produce. 

T 

- 2,490,369. - 

- 2,292,444. - 

- 4,024,815. - 

- 3,712,644. - 
• 4,868,930. - 


Foreign Goods. 

4,086. - 
8,227. - 
14,766. - 
65,876. - 

290,954- - 


- - Irilh Produce. 

T 

■ - 266,530. - - 

- - 310,024. - - 

• - 340,678. - - 

- * 252,489. - . 

- • 275,074. - . 




Total to 


Total to 


Toitl 


Y'ear. 


Great Britain. 


Brililb Colonies. 


Ollier Cmintries. 


Year ending 


T 


T 




25 March 1777 ■ 


• 2 , 494 , 455 . - 


• 287,628. 


- - 401,889. - - 


1783 - 


- 2,300,671. - 


- 315,798, 


• - 460,976. . - 


1793 - 


- 4,039,581. - 


- 371, ' 45 - 


- - 715,259- - - 


1 800 - 


- 3,778,520. - 


- 265,6-29. 


- - 306,491. - . 


5 Jan. 1811 . 


- 5,159,884. - 


- 304,954- 


- - 458,557- - - 



■oreign Goods. - 

T 

21,098. - - 
5r774- • ■ 
30,467. - - 
13,240. - 

183.483. - . 



All other Countries. 

IriDi Produce. Foreign Goods. 

T T 

- 396,281. - . 5,608. 

- 452,212. - - 8,764. 

- 694,545- - - 20,711. 

- 260,123. - ' 46,378. 

- 381,886. - - 15,721. 



Total 

Infli Prod uce. Foreign Goods. 

£■ T 

3»J53,i8i. - • 30,791. - 
3,054,680. - - 22.766. - 
5,060,040. . - 65,944. r 

4,225,254 125,386. - 

5,525,606. - - 397,507. . 



General Total of 
Eiimrts. 

T 

3. 183,972. 
3,077,446. 
5,125.984. 
4.350,640. 
5,923,113. 



It is to be observed, that down to the year .783, the trade between Ireland 

::tht;r?Briiiflicorors“"“^ ^ 

The increase of the real values of Irilh Produce and Manufaaures exported 
appears to have been much more considerable. * 

On an average of 3 yems ending the 25 March . 8co (which is the earliell of 
the above-mentioned periods in which the real values have 
been computed) the Irifli Produce exported, was - - . 6,435,049. 

Onalike average, ending 5 Jan. iSii V'’ V 

* - - I I,DO 7 , 0 lO. 

It may however be satisfaaory to The House, to enter into somewhat more 
de a, on tins »>>l>.iea, and to point out the tlate of a few of the moft consider- 
able branches, both of Import ami Export, in the periods referred to. 

The Imports of Ireland may be considered as almoii wholly intended for her 
own consumption, either as materials of mauufaftnre, or for ilie immediate use 
of the people, as the quantity of goods imported for the purpose of re-exporta- 
tion, though increased of late, and particularly within the hift year, has nner 

borne any large proportion to the whole .amount. ^ 
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Among the materials of manufafture, your Committee have selected the 
articles of Athes (including Barilla), Tanners Bark, Hops, Salt, Sheep’s Wool 
and Cotton Woo!, Yarn, and Unwrought Iron. 

The respeftive quantities of those articles imported were as follows, on an 
average of Three years ending 25 March : 



Year* 






Shfep»^Woo|. 


Colton 


Worsted 


'Couo* 










Other. 


Wool. 


Yara. 


Yarn 


Year ending 


Cut. Biirrcll. 


Cwt. 


C»i. 


Cwt. 






— 


25 March 1777 


- - 72,996. - 184.711. 


- 14,876. - 


301. 


None. 


- 3.830. 


- 857. - 


8,883. 


>7*3 


• - 81,027. - 75,438- 


- 19,032. - 


684. • 


None. 


" 3,236. 


- 841. - 


5,405. 


1793 


- - 133, 72>- - ‘S7.097- 


- 15.283. - 


391- 


17- 


- 15,128. 


- 1,860. - 


276,302. 


1800 


- - 110, 599* - 117,049- 


- 15.578. • 


407. 


r 


- 11,216. 


- 1,880. . 


558.396. 


5 Jan. 1811 


- - 146,316. - 124,339- 


- 26,938. - 


254-. 


6,550. 


- 41,846. 


- 465,057- - 


972,036. 




S*lt Foreig;,. 


White Salt. 






\ 




year ending 


Bushel*. 


Bushel*. 












25 March 1777 


- - - - 351,208. - - 


- 369,8.32. 


- - 


15,429- 


.... 


152,978. 




1763 


• - - - 397.224. - - 


- 532,781. 


- - 


16,404. 


.... 


174,815- 




1793 


- - - - 235,770- - • 


- 269,008. 


- - 


19,062. 


- - - - 


224,306. 




1800 


- - - - 196,069. - - 


• 299,183. 


- - 


14,067. 


.... 


207,382. 




5 Jan. i8ii 


- - - - 552,183. - - 


' 281,733. 


■ ' 


45,938. 


.... 


289,037. 





Among the articles imported for general use, your Committee would diflin- 
guitli between those consumed in food or as fuel, and those which are employed 
in clothing and furniture, or for other domeftic purposes; and though an 
increase in either cla.ss mull be considered as indicating a corresponding in- 
crease of property, yet the progress of the latter class of articles, excepting in 
so far as the internal produce or manufaaure of the like articles may have 
diminished, much more diftinaiy proves an improvement in the habits, and a 
general extension of the comforts of the mass of the people: and in alt cases the 
quantity re-exported {if any) has been deducted, in order to give a more diftin6t 
view of the consumption. In the firft class, they would place Sugar, Spirits, 
Tea, T obacco, Wine and Coals, which, though consumed to a certain extent in 
the Irish manufaftures, are principally imported for domeftic purposes; in the 
latter, Blankets, Carpeting, Draperj^ Haberdalhery, Hats, Stockings and 
Watches. 



SPIRITS; vis. 



Average of 3 Years, 


Sugar Loaf. 


Raw Sugar. 


BraiiJj., 






endings* March 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Gallons. 






1777 - ■ 


10,800. - 


- 212,620. - 


- 413,278- 


• - 137.129- - ■ 


1,594.716. 


1783 - - 


12,088. - 


- 140,662. - 


- 352,891. 


- • 75,587- ' - 


290,465. 


«793 - - 


6,224. - 


- 184,406. - 


- 140,003. 


- - 83,888. . - 


682,277. 


1800 - - 


8,393- - 


- 217,122. - 


9,310. 


- - 2,358. - - 


185,102. 


5 Jan. 1811 * - 


24,905- • 


- 380,299- - 


- 69,351. 


• - 58,579. - - 


792,770. 



Average of 3 Y'ears, 


Tea (All sorts.) 


Tobacco. 






ending 25 March 


Ihs. 


lbs. 






1777 ■ - . 


808,748. - - - 


4,409,761. - - 


- - 5,106. - - 


- 330,753- 


1783 - - - 


1,703,855- • - ■ 


4.261,639. - . 


- - 4,223. - - 


- 227,557. 


1793 - - - 


1,858,791. - - - 


2,935,559- - - 


• - 5,897- - - 


- 354>395- 




2,773,070- - - - 


7,386,282. . - 


- - 6,232. - - 


- 364,613. 


; Jan. i8it • • . 


3.340,334- - - • 


8,364,147- - - 


- - 5,644- • - 





Or omitting the last year, in which a heavy (July was imposed, and taking the 
two preceding, 6,804. 



average of 



Articlesi 
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Articles not difiinguiflied till 1794 : 







Included i 


n Uplitilftcry. 


Included in Hardware. 


krerage of 3 Years, 




Blankets. 


Carpets k Carpeting. 


Watches it MoTcmenU. 


ending 35 March 




Number. 


Yards. 


Value. 


J796 - 


- 


* 1,457- 


- 56,063. • 


- i;. 5,829. 


1800 - 


- 


- 14,455- 


58,6)0. 


- 3,181. 


5 Jan. i8n 




• 73,826. 


- 187,998. 


- 30,238. 



rage of '3 Years, New Drapery. Old Drsnery. Halrcrdashery. Has. Cotton Stockings. Hardware 

ling »5 Miirdi Harris. iarui. Vamc. Nuiubcr. Wr. Valae. 

1777 - - 624,638. - - 3>7.64«- * £’J0.509-' J’337‘ - 13.948. i^-45.238. 

353.759- - • 14.618. 
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lu tlie second Class will be included, 




1777 - - ' 

,1783 - - - 
>793 - ' - 
i8oo - - - 
5 Jan. 1811 . - - 


20,140,770. - 
• 18,652, 4.-I4. - 
42,870,810. - 
35,880,122. - 
30,271,070, - 


- - 117,281. - 
-- -- 116,200. - 

- - 219,922. - 

- - 78,164. - 


■» 20,277.- - 

16,460. - - 

- 15.047. - - 


13.651- 

• 10,277. 

• 45>8 i 8. 


Avenge i.r .1 Vcjrj, 


New Diapcrj. 


Old Drapery. 


Warfted Yarn. 




er.ilinj 25 narcli 


Yards. 


Yards. 


Slones ol 14lLs. each. 


Ualloi,,. 


*777 ' - “ 


- None. - - 


- None. - - 


- - 93.375- - 


- - 82. 


1783 - - 


- 3«7>'75- - 


- 16,320. - - 


- - 77.451- - 


- - 2,201. 


>793 - - - 


- 281,727. 


- >7.747- •- - 


- - 50,445- - • 


- - 242. 


iSoo - ' - - 


- 62,517, - 


- 2,033. - - 


- - 7.7S8. - 


• - 3-357- 


SJan. 1811 ■ - - 


6,840. . 


■ i,53>- - - 


- - '3.39>. - • 


- - 242,014. 



It mull however be observed, that the difficulties which have arisen in 
settling the Drawbacks to be allowed in the SpiritTrade, between Great Britain 
and Ireland, under the Aft of Union, and the proliibitions of trade, which 
have been occasioned thereby, bave contributed nniteriallv to check the Export 
Appendix, (O.4.) of Spirits from Ireland, in the hill three years ; and that, taken on an average 
ol three years, ending 5 January 1 806, it amounted to 1,057,305 gallons. 



Yonr Committee bave not the means of llatingthe NAVioATiON.of Tueiand 
from so early a period asthe Accounts of Trade; but they have inserted in the 
Appendix, Accounts of the mmiber of Vessels wliich have entered Inwards 
and cleared Outwards, and of those belonging to the several Ports of Ireland 
in each year since the ellabliiljment of a Regiflry, to the latell period. 

The total number of Ships which entered Inwards in Ireland, on an average 
of the three firll years of the Regiftry ; viz. 

Ships. Tons. 

Three years, ending 25 March 1795, was - - 7,617. - - - 671,069. 

In three years, ending 5 Jan. 1805,^ Ships. Tons. Men. 

whenamorecompleteRegiftryhad;- - 7,843. - - 611,955. - - 44,140. 
been eftablidied - - - 

Three years, ending 5 January 1811 - - 8,983. - - 817,678. - - 47,681. 

Of the above, iu the two latter periods, the number of Iriffi, Britiffi, and 
Foreign Shipping, was respedlively as follows : 



Three years. Ships, 

ending 5 January 1805 - - 1,322, 



- 95 , 5 ^ 9 - 

- 115.434- 



- - - 1805 - - 6,021. - - 572,047. - • 

- - - 1811 - - 6,892. - - 635,080. - ■ 



500. - - 77,712. - - 5,044. 
387. - - 67,163. - - 3,916. 
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EXTRACT FROM. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, die Maij i8ii. 

Right Honourable NICHOLAS VANSITTART in the Chair. 



Robert Marshall, Esq. 

Inspeftor General of Imports and Exports, Custom House, Dublin ; 

Hugh Bell Hautenville, Esq. 

Chief Clerk in the Inspeftor’s Office ; 

Called in. 

( [Mr. examined.] 

Mr. Marshall T_TAS any change taken place in the rate of official value put upon the 
A X Imports and Exports of Ireland, since your appointment ? — No. 

AVas that rale changed from time to time previous to your appointment ? — It 
was in some articles as I perceive by my books, possibly from the nature and u® 
of the Official Values not having been underftood. I believe the Official Values 
were supposed to have been defective real Values. 

[Mr. Hautenville Examined.] 

Were those Articles numerous or few, and were they leading Articles, or of 
small importance ? — There were several changes made in the rates of the Imports 
I and Exports ; few of these however were in the principal articles ; and I am of 
opinion they do not materially affect the comparative truth of the Statement. 

[Mr. Marshall re-examined.] 

Mr. Marshall. For how many years back are the books of 3'our Office preserved ? — Our books 
> begin in 1708. 

Have you observed all the changes which have taken place in the rate of 
Official Value of all Articles since that time ? — I have j they are kept in a sepa- 
rate book, and I have frequently iospefted it 

Do you mean, that the changes since that time have been on the whole incon- 
siderable ? — Yes. 

[Mr. Hautenville being examined, confirmed the statement of 
Mr. Marlhall.] 



Mercurii, 1° die Julii, 1811. 

Right Honourable NICHOLAS VANSITTART in the Chair. 



Hugh Bell Tlautenville, Esq. again Examined. 

,^fr. C.\N you account for the diminution of the Cuftoms in Ireland, during the laft 

Hauleiiville. Ly ^ny particular circurallances which have occurred ? — The principal cir- 

I j cumltance which diminifliofl the Gross Produce of Cuftoms in 1810, compared 

with that of the preceding year, was the renewal of the diftillation of Corn Spirits, 

which 
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which decreased the Revenue on the Import of Foreign Spirits and Raw Sugars 
to the amount of X-620,ooo. ; the quarier ended on the 5th January 1811 was 
ftfie^led by tlie long continuance of weftc rly winds, winch prevented arrivals tiom 
BritiOi Ports until after 5“' January ; and the several failures and commercial em- 
barrassinents nioft likely caused a diminution of the Imports, by discouraging 
new Importations into Ireland, beyond what remained m the warehouses not 
taken out for home consumption, as was particularly the epe with respea to 
Raw Sugar, none of which remained in the warehouses at the bcgimimg of the 
oresentyear; also the unsettled date of the Continent has made it dinioult to 
obtain various articles of Foreign Produce wldch are snlijeft to high Cullom 
Duties. 

You will observe that a great increase has taken place m the ImpOTtatiori of 
various Articles of Rritilh Maimfaanre into Ireland, such as B anketmg, Carpeting, 
Drapery, Hats, Habertlaa.ery. and Watches, do you know whether any Ir.di Ma- 
iufaauV; of the same or the like articles has dec hned, and to what degree !-A., 
Stereis scarcely any Export from Ireland of the hke art.cles of Inlh Manufaaure. 
of which a great increase has taken place m the Impoitation from Great Rritam, 
it may he inferred that the Manufafture of such go^s has not increased IP De- 
1 -nd but I cannot speak with certainty as to particular Manufadures, further 
than’hy a comparison of their Import and Export. There appears an annual in- 
crease in the Import of Britifli Woollens for several years except in i8io, when 
they fell off upwards of 500,000 yards, or one-third of the average import. As 
there was very little Irifli Wool exported In the three laft years, it is fair to suppose 
that the home mannfaanre of the coarser species of Woollens has not declined, 
or perhaps that it remained ftationary. The increased impoit of Hats may be 
accounted for. in consequence of the reduaion of the Duty from 2 .r. 6 . d the Hat 
to loper-cent. ad valorem, since liljaniiary 1801 ; they are now entered at 3 very 
low ydue, being imported in an uiifimdied ftate. \\ ith respeD to Habeidaflieiy 
Wares, there is scarcely any such manufaEure in Ireland, and I think that the in- 
crease is rather apparent than aaual, because a variety of Articles previous to the 
Union, paid rated Duties, and their values were only official, until they became 
diargeaWe with 10 per-cent, according to value, from ill Januaiy 1801 ; since 
which period the true value became known. The increase m the Import of 
Watches may he owing to their being duty free since 1801, except the Duty of 
I s. the oz. for the quantity of plate contained therein. 
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